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Chasing the Whale 
continued on page 4

Rumor has it that while toiling away on his epic work, Moby-Dick; or, the 
Whale, Herman Melville asked his wife to chain him to his desk. Writing the 
Great American Novel was simply too daunting. He needed to be forced 

to finish it. Like his protagonist, who strove for something that was always just 
out of his reach, Melville struggled with the enormity of the task. It’s a feeling 
we all know. 

In Ohio, countywide comprehensive planning might be the white whale of our 
field. Planning at the county scale involves complicated multijurisdictional issues 
and the geographic and population diversity of a larger land area than a local 
plan. Funding and managing a countywide plan is not easy either, as multiple 
entities usually have an interest yet no set way to divide the responsibility. This 
may be why so many Ohio counties have not updated their comprehensive 
plans in a decade or more.

Countywide Comprehensive 
Plans: Chasing the Whale 
By Sarah Kelly, AICP

Ohio
calendar
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 first word

News from New Orleans

The 2018 National Planning Conference in New Orleans offered APA leadership an 
opportunity to share progress with Chapters and Divisions on ongoing initiatives 
and unveil plans for new programs, as well. Here are a few updates and what’s on 
the horizon.

•   APA’s student and new member program offering free and reduced 
memberships has resulted in increasing membership for the organization. 
As part of this program, Division membership has skyrocketed, in some cases 
doubling or even tripling in size. The full impact has yet to be felt; while no 
commitment or timeline was proposed, the Divisions Council Chair shared his 
future goal of making division membership free to all APA members.

•   Since the launch of the AICP Candidate Program in November, more than 600 
applications have been received along with a lot of positive feedback from 
participants.

•   APA will be launching a new education platform for members only called APA 
Learn this summer. The online platform will provide continuing education about 
planning and will automatically track AICP CM credits for certified planners. 
According to Executive Director Jim Drinan, this will be a game-changing 
member benefit and will also impact the ways Chapters and Sections plan 
conferences and deliver education to their members.

•    APA Learn is part of APA’s blueprint for education, a five-year plan developed to 
ensure that there is content for planners at all stages of their careers, as well as 
citizen planners and allied professionals. The potential for “micro-credentialing” 
was discussed, where planners could access a suite of educational offerings 
that, once completed, would be recognized to show expertise in a topic area.

•   Expect to hear and learn a lot more about the topic of housing as APA ramps 
up its campaign to address the national housing crisis through detailed 
policies, tools and resources around this subject. To set the stage, APA’s Board 
of Directors adopted a set of Housing Principles this spring that are available 
on APA’s website.

It is exciting to see that APA staff is tackling those projects and issues that are 
important to planners and that give increased value to our APA membership.

Great Places in Ohio

The APA Ohio Board of Trustees are proud to announce the inaugural Great Places 
in Ohio Awards. Because we plan, great places exist all across Ohio. They are small 
and large, rural and urban, old and new. Great places take many forms—an entire 
community, neighborhood, building, public space, natural area or street.

We want to share your stories. Nominate your great place today. Winners will be 
announced October 3 at the OKI Planning Conference in Cincinnati.

For more information and to nominate your Great Place, visit www.ohioplanning.
org/becauseweplan. 

Kimberly Lieber, AICP is the Director of Planning at the City of North Olmsted and APA Ohio President.  
She can be reached at lieberk@north-olmsted.com. 
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www.ohioplanning.org 

 

 
 

NOMINATE YOUR GREAT PLACE IN OHIO BY JULY 1 
  

 

 
OHIO. Because we plan, we have great places.  

Please help us recognize and celebrate the best. 
 

Because we plan, great places exist all across Ohio. They are small and large, rural and urban, old and 
new. Great places take many forms—an entire community, neighborhood, building, public space, 

natural area or street. We want to share your stories.* 
 
 
 

*Some great places have already been recognized at the national level by APA. These great places are automatically added to our collection. 
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Some, however, have taken action. CONNECT Clark County 
was launched in Fall 2016 to update Clark County’s 
comprehensive plan for the first time in 20 years. The three 
lead partners—the Clark County-Springfield Transportation 
Coordinating Committee, the County, and the City of 
Springfield—took a leap of faith. They knew if they could 
work across boundaries and bring many interests together 
it would benefit all parts of the county.

In the past several decades, Clark County has experienced 
population loss, decline in incomes, and job losses. But 
the County also has many assets, including a strategic 
location between Columbus and Dayton, a renewed 
interest in the revitalization of downtown Springfield, and 
scenic and recreational amenities. CONNECT Clark County, 
which culminated in February 2018, provides insight into 
the value of countywide comprehensive planning and its 
impact on such topics—inspiring other counties to step up 
to the challenge. Transferrable lessons include:

Link urban and rural interests. It is common for planners to 
view urban and rural interests as competing. A key aspect 
of CONNECT Clark County was recognizing that supporting 
urban infill also reduces pressure for development in 
agricultural areas. Recommendations such as supporting 
new construction where utilities are located were pursued 
both to improve cities and towns and to preserve land. 
Likewise, innovative ideas such “pop up” style food vendors 
that use locally-farmed produce were also pursued with the 
dual purpose of supporting urban economic development 
and agriculture.

Chasing the Whale
continued from page 1

Cuyahoga Greenways is a joint effort between County 
Planning, Cleveland Metroparks, and NOACA to 
build an interconnected system of greenways 

and trails that link neighborhoods, parks, and public 
transportation, creating a comprehensive countywide 
active transportation network. The greenway system 
will provide recreation opportunities and alternative 
transportation options for moving around the county, 
on foot and by bike, improving our communities’ health, 
well-being, and economic vitality.

As a tool for improving transportation, the Cuyahoga 
Greenways system will provide more than just new links 
between the communities of Northeast Ohio. By taking 
the successes and lessons of the Eastside Greenway 
and applying them to all of Cuyahoga County, the 
Cuyahoga Greenways plan aims to develop an equitable 
transportation strategy that benefits all ages, abilities, 
and users. Whether you’re out walking the dog, pushing a 
stroller, or commuting to work, the Cuyahoga Greenways 

Linking Cuyahoga County with Active 
Transportation
by Jim Sonnhalter 

Active Transportation 
continued on page 5

Collaborate to attract the population you want. A 
multifaceted approach to attracting young people to 
the county was a focus of the plan. Recommendations 
included providing financial incentives such as tuition 
reimbursement, entertainment opportunities, and 
networking to link graduates with jobs. No single local 
entity alone could do all of this, but coordinating these 
programs at the countywide scale is a very promising 
strategy.

Leverage countywide initiatives for local benefit. The plan 
recognized that local jurisdictions have limited resources. It 
identified ways in which studies, guidelines and plans could 
be created at the countywide level and applied locally. 
Complete Streets guidelines, an aging-in-place strategy 
and marketing efforts to attract new residents were some 
of the initiatives proposed at the countywide scale and to 
be tailored to local jurisdictions for cost efficiency.

When CONNECT Clark County was completed, many who 
were involved said the same thing—this is not the end, but 
the beginning. The whale had not been caught; another 
chapter was about to begin with implementation. Making 
the plan’s recommendations a reality will take continued 
work, but the value of the countywide approach will surely 
be realized in the years and decades to come.

View the plan: www.connectclarkcounty.org. 

Sarah Kelly AICP is a Senior Project Manager at planning NEXT. She can 
be reached at skelly@planning-next.com.

network is logical, well-connected, and accessible, 
providing unique experiences and a variety of benefits to 
the region. These benefits stretch beyond transportation to 
include: increasing quality of life by encouraging healthier 
lifestyles, boosting property values, positively impacting 
the local economy, improving storm water capture, and 
reducing carbon emissions. Cuyahoga Greenways can help 
shift the thinking about transportation countywide for a 
healthier and more sustainable future by highlighting the 
benefits of Greenways while also supporting communities 
with more accessible, affordable, and better connected 
multi-modal transportation options.

Funded by the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency (NOACA) through their Transportation for Livable 
Communities Initiative (TLCI), with significant matching 
funds from County Planning, Bike Cleveland and several 
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City of Clayton Updates Comprehensive Plan 
by Tricia Kessler, AICP and Jennifer Barclay

communities, this active transportation project includes 
outreach and coordination with multiple organizations, 
municipalities, and the public to develop this robust 
greenway network.  The TLCI process is being facilitated 
by SmithGroup JJR with WSP and Guide Studio in 
supporting roles.  The project team is preparing this 
network of candidate routes connecting existing trails, 
parks, and points of interest throughout every community 
in Cuyahoga County. 

Media has taken great interest in the County Greenway 
concept, and the project has been covered extensively by 
local media (Cleveland Plain Dealer, Freshwater Cleveland, 
WVIZ Ideastream), and is reaching a much wider audience 
through online platforms such as NextCity.com and 
Planetizen.com. This coverage, in addition to the project 
website, has been instrumental in getting the word out 
to local and regional stakeholders as well as the general 
public. 

Public participation is vital to the success of the County 
Greenway. If you want to learn more on the benefits of 
greenways, get updates on the plan, take the project survey, 
or find out where and how you can get involved in the 
planning process, please visit www.cuyahogagreenways.
org for more information. The website also contains a GIS-
based Candidate Route Viewer, and presentations from 
the first two rounds of Public Meetings. 

Active Transportation
continued from page 4

In 2016, Clayton, a close-knit community of approximately 
13,000 in northern Montgomery county, decided to 
update its Comprehensive Land Use Plan. Written 

in 1999 when the Old Village of Clayton merged with 
Randolph Township, the original Land Use Plan allowed for 
development that could take away from the small-town, 
close-knit feel that Clayton desires to maintain. To update 
the plan with full community interaction, the Clayton 
City Planning Office hired The Urban Collaborative, a 
planning and architecture firm based in Eugene, Oregon 
with an office in Dayton. The goal? To provide a road map, 
developed by residents and community stakeholders, for 
future growth and development.  

The planning team, consisting of the city planners and The 
Urban Collaborative, created PLAN Clayton, a campaign 
to promote smart development in the City, to further its 
strengths and remedy any weaknesses. The process of 
gaining community support began with a survey emailed 
to all members of the Clayton Facebook page, Nextdoor, 
LinkedIn, City Website News Flash, and local schools; 
the survey received 338 responses overall. At the same 
time, the planning team conducted interviews with over 
40 people, including Clayton employees, City Council 
members, residents, and business owners.

This background research gave the planning team insight 
into the community’s views on the future of Clayton, and 
laid the groundwork for a public workshop held in January 
of 2017. The planning team advertised for the four-day 
workshop through the same email lists in addition to 
press releases, flyers, and school announcements. As a 
result, a wide range of Clayton stakeholders participated 

All are welcome to attend any or all upcoming Public 
Meetings held at locations across Cuyahoga County.

WEST
Tuesday, May 22nd
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Woman’s Club Pavilion
14532 Lake Avenue in Lakewood

CENTRAL
Tuesday, May 22nd
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
CanalWay Center – Auditorium
4524 East 49th Street in Cuyahoga Heights

EAST
Wednesday, May 23rd
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Goldhorn Brewery
1361 East 55th Street in Cleveland’s St. Clair-Superior 
Neighborhood 
 
The planning process is scheduled to conclude in late 
September 2018. 

 
 Jim Sonnhalter is a Manager of Planning Services at the Cuyahoga 
County Planning Commission and APA Cleveland At-Large Board Member. 
He can be reached at jsonnhalter@cuyahogacounty.us.

Comprehensive Plan 
continued on page 6
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Comprehensive Plan
continued from page 5

in the exciting event.

The workshop included 12 public sessions that focused on 
areas of concern identified in the survey and interviews, 
including Economic Development, Housing, Parks and 

Recreation, and Utilities and Public Facilities. It also 
included a site analysis of three important areas of the city. 
Stakeholders participated in activities and exercises, 
including a Visual Preference Survey (VPS) and Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) analysis. 
These activities helped identify planning principles, 
or patterns, that will guide future development. These 
patterns helped put words to a a planning vision and four 
goals developed by and for Clayton stakeholders:

To enhance our small-town character, preserve our rural 
land, create environments that support diverse businesses, 
and building a unique identity, our vision is to create 
walkable neighborhoods around central cores, with 
connected parks, linked by great streets and infrastructure.

Furthermore, the participants, guided by the planning 
team, created a draft Regulating Plan to determine future 
land use requirements, including street patterns and 
neighborhood layouts.

Perhaps the most important part of the overall 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan is the Implementation 
Plan, which gives a way forward for Clayton city planners 
and leaders. The Implementation Plan provides over 70 
distinct projects that Clayton can focus on to execute 
the Land Use Plan and desires of the community. Broken 
down by goal, the projects are identified by short-term 
(5-7 years), mid-term (7-15 years) and long-term (15+ 
years), and described with justification, action steps, 
challenges, and responsible entity. It is a living document 
that can be prioritized and reprioritized based on City 
needs and funding.

The Comprehensive Land Use Plan has been presented 
at three City Council meetings and adjusted based on 
public input. Most recently, the City Planning Commission 
unanimously approved the plan; it only awaits formal 
approval from the Mayor and City Council. It also received 
a People’s Choice Award from the American Institute of 
Architects and South West Oregon (AIA-SWO) Chapter in 
the Master Planning Category.

For more information on the process and plan, please 
contact Jennifer Barclay or Tricia Kessler. 

Tricia Kessler, AICP is a Chief Strategic Officer and Senior Planner at The 
Urban Collaborative. She can be reached at tricia@urbancollaborative.
com. 

Jennifer Barclay is a City Planner with the City of Clayton. She can be 
reached at jbarclay@clayton.oh.us. 

Central Ohio Better Preparing for Growth 
Through insight2050 Academy
by Jennifer Noll and Brian Williams

Collaboration is the hallmark of insight2050, a 
public-private initiative that helps Central Ohio 
communities prepare for population growth and 

changing development preferences that are linked 
with changing demographics. The project’s partners 
show their commitment to collaboration through such 
innovative programs as the insight2050 Academy, which 
brings together leaders from across the region in a multi-
week peer exchange to acquire a deeper understanding 
of the topics explored through the insight2050 scenario 
analysis. 

The Academy, launched in 2016, grew out of public and 
private sector requests for tools that would help them to 
anticipate the very real, but complex, forces driving change 
across the region. For example, as young adults and empty 

nesters make up a larger portion of the population, a 
growing portion of Central Ohio households have just one 
or two people – resulting in greater demand for smaller 
housing options in more walkable neighborhoods. Yet in 
many communities across the region, local codes make 
smaller homes and multifamily residential development 
difficult. The insight2050 Academy gives participants 
information and tools to help them respond to this and 
other challenges in their communities.

Each insight2050 Academy is a series of classes based on 
the insight2050 scenario analysis. An initial class with a 
broad summary of insight2050 data and projections guides 

insight2050 
continued on page 7
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insight2050 
continued from page 6

participants to more nuanced concepts like zoning code 
and plan development and an overview of the real estate 
development process from site selection and financing 
through lease-up. Classes also offer strategies for gaining 
consensus and trust among residents and stakeholders 
before a development proposal is on the table.
The Academy was designed to reach elected and 
appointed representatives of local governments who 
serve as liaisons between residents and market forces. 
Twenty-eight public officials participated in the six-
week program in fall 2016 to become the first class 
of insight2050 Academy alumni. The response was 
overwhelmingly positive; the insight2050 Academy for 
public officials has now become an annual offering. New 
audiences are added each year, including civic leaders 
and our most recent graduates: practitioners.

Planning studios at the Knowlton School of Architecture 
(KSA) at The Ohio State University can give communities 
free ideas and advice, while students get valuable and 
practical experience. The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission (MORPC), along with the KSA Alumni 
Society, recently upended that model by turning adult 
practitioners into students during the Academy in March.

It introduced a new activity: a one-day studio to help 
an urban neighborhood and a rural village prepare for 
change. The mayor of Lockbourne outlined her village’s 
physical proximity but limited access to the Rickenbacker 
intermodal hub, and asked how the community could 
expand to include new housing -- including workforce 
housing -- and strengthen its economy through its 
agriculture and canal-era heritage.

Representatives from Homeport, a nonprofit housing 
developer based in Columbus, outlined the challenges 
of mostly low-income neighborhoods just east of 
downtown Columbus and asked practitioners to help 

with ideas to improve transportation and connectivity 
among neighborhoods, and how to revitalize and attract 
businesses along the street. Then the participants broke 
into four design teams – two for each community.

The idea of a “planning academy” is not new. As 
insight2050 partners developed this Academy, they relied 
on guidance from communities in Central Ohio, such 
as Dublin and Westerville, which have thriving citizens’ 
academies. The City of Columbus also has an academy – 
targeting area commissions and other community groups 
where neighborhood plans are being developed or 
updated. Planning Administrator Kevin Wheeler describes 
the Columbus and MORPC academies as “complementary,” 
and notes that the messages of insight2050 provide 
important context in the city’s outreach to neighborhood 
groups.

What makes the insight2050 Academy unique is its 
regional scale and focus. The program is committed to 
bringing together leaders from across Central Ohio to 
exchange ideas in a peer environment, with content that 
is tailored to each audience.

While MORPC staff believe the insight2050 Academy 
is special, they also think it is highly replicable. They 
encourage colleagues across the state to consider 
implementing a similar program in their regions. For 
guidance, ample resources exist online, and the Ohio 
planning community is rich with peers who have citizens’ 
academies in their communities. MORPC is a resource as 
well, so be sure to contact the authors with questions or 
for more information or visit getinsight2050.org. 

Jennifer Noll is a Senior Planner at the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission. She can be reached at jnoll@morpc.org. 

Brian Williams is a Senior Planner at the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 

Miami Valley Regional Profile Series
by Martin Kim, AICP, GISP

The Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission’s 
(MVRPC) Regional Profile series provide a wealth of 
information and insight about the Miami Valley for 

our current and future residents, students, workers, and 
visitors.  

Launched in the summer of 2016, the Regional Profile 
series touch on many important aspects including 
infrastructure, environment, economy, and social 
characteristics. MVRPC has published eight individual 
regional profiles to date, and all are available at www.
mvrpc.org/regional-profiles.  

The topics range from our Region’s transportation system 
to workforce to equity. Each profile has two products, 
a print version and a dynamic, interactive web-based 
infographic suitable for both desktop and mobile devices. 

Miami Valley Regional Profile 
continued on page 8
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Miami Valley Regional Profile 
continued from page 7

The interactive web maps allow users to examine, 
compare, and contrast the data more closely, in various 
parts of the Region. 

Here are quick outlines of each profile: 

Diversity Profile – The Miami Valley Region is becoming 
more diverse and it is important to understand how it’s 
changing. This profile looks at our Region’s diversity in 
terms of population growth, race, ethnicity, age, religion, 
foreign-born population, birth rates, and in-and-out 
migration. The profile presents an analysis of diversity at 
the regional and sub-regional level, including historical 
trends from 1980 to 2010, and projections for 2040. 

Recreational Open Space Profile – Our Region has high-
quality, recreational open spaces that positively impact 
our health, environment, and quality of life. This profile 
looks at different types of recreational open space such 
as general outdoor recreation areas, natural environment 
protection areas, and natural environment recreation 
areas at the regional and county level. 

Vacancy Profile – Vacancy has been a concern for 
many communities in the Miami Valley, especially since 
the Great Recession. While the overall vacancy rate has 
improved, we have not yet fully recovered, and the 
results have been uneven across our Region. This profile 
summarizes analysis and mapping of vacancy, at both the 
regional and sub-regional level, with a focus on trends, 
timelines, and residential and business vacancy patterns.

Transportation Profile – The Miami Valley Region has 
an extensive transportation network. Understanding 
this system provides insight into our Region’s levels 
of mobility, accessibility, and connectivity. This 
profile examines transportation modes and patterns 
including roadways, transit networks, bike trails, freight, 
commuting, and safety in Greene, Miami, Montgomery, 
and northern Warren counties. 

Business & Industry Profile – Our Region’s economy 
is comprised of businesses and jobs of diverse industry 
sectors. Influenced largely by the national economy, the 
Region has experienced both dynamic industry sector 
growth and decline over the last 12 years. This profile 
looks at the components of regional economic activity 
between 2004 and 2016, with a special focus on the 
top sectors of the Region: government, health care, and 
manufacturing.

Equity Profile – Understanding and addressing the issues 
of equity is essential to building a more resilient and 
sustainable Region. This profile provides insights on the 
issue of equity in the Miami Valley Region. It examines 
equity in terms of places, people, and their access to 
opportunity. The profile presents an analysis of equity at 
the regional and sub-regional level, including historical 
trends from 1980 to 2010, and a comprehensive look at 
equity for 2014.

Housing Profile – The Miami Valley Region provides a 
wide range of affordable housing options. This profile 
looks at housing by household composition, home 
ownership, vacancy rates, housing type, development 
trends, construction costs, building permit trends, and 
housing values and sale prices. The profile presents an 
analysis of housing at the regional and sub-regional level, 
including historical trends from 1980 to 2010.

Workforce Profile – The Miami Valley Region’s workforce 
is made up of people with diverse occupations. Influenced 
by the state and national economy, the Region has 
experienced dynamic occupational growth and decline 
over the last 12 years. This profile looks at our Region’s 
workforce, and associated occupations, between 2004 
and 2016. 

Established in 1964, the Miami Valley Regional Planning 
Commission (MVRPC) promotes collaboration among 
communities, stakeholders, and residents to advance 
regional priorities. MVRPC is a forum and resource where the 
Board of Directors identifies priorities and develops public 
policy and collaborative strategies to improve quality of 
life throughout the Miami Valley Region. MVRPC performs 
various regional planning activities, including air quality, 
water quality, transportation, land use, research and GIS. 
As the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO), MVRPC is responsible for transportation planning 
in Greene, Miami and Montgomery Counties and parts of 
northern Warren County. MVRPC’s areawide water quality 
planning designation encompasses five (5) counties: 
Darke, Preble plus the three MPO counties. 

Martin Kim, AICP, GISP is the Director of Regional Planning at the Miami 
Valley Regional Planning Commission (MVRPC). He can be reached at 
mkim@mvrpc.org.

Project team members for Regional Profiles include: Julie Black, AICP, 
Senior Planner; Tom Harner, GISP, GIS Coordinator; Lynn Zuch, AICP, 
LEED AP, Principal Planner (former); and Kathryn Youra Polk, GISP, Senior 
Planner.
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Downtown Cincinnati | Hilton Netherland Plaza
Registration opens in August 2018!
Sponsorship and event details are available on 
the APA Ohio website:
 www.ohioplanning.org/2018oki
Follow us! /APAOhio @OkiPlan2018

AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION
OKI REGIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 3-5, 2018 CINCINNATI

SAVE THE DATE
2018 OKI Regional Planning Conference

October 3-5, 2018
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Induction to the AICP College of Fellows (FAICP) is the highest honor the American 
Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) bestows upon a member.

Fellows of AICP are nominated and selected by their peers to recognize and honor 
their outstanding contributions as a professional planner. The outcomes of their 
individual efforts left demonstrably significant and transformational improvements 
to the field of planning and the communities they served. All Fellows are long-time 
members of AICP and have achieved excellence in professional practice, teaching 
and mentoring, research, and community service and leadership.

The College actively encourages Fellows and others to participate in programs and 
initiatives in the service of communities and the planning profession, including: 
mentoring the next generation of planners; volunteering expertise to underserved 
communities; leading initiatives within APA chapters and divisions; and sharing 
knowledge with the planning community, allied professionals, and the wider public.

This year, sixty-three APA members were inducted at the national planning conference 
in New Orleans on April 22, 2018. APA Ohio members Robert Eichenberg and Wendy 
Moeller were  inducted into the 2018 class. Congratulations! 

During the 2018 FAICP induction ceremony, new inductee Maxine Griffith, FAICP 
delivered the Class of 2018 speech. Griffith, who is the Senior Advisor to the President 
and Adjunct Professor of Urban Planning at Columbia University in the City of New 
York, focused on the topics of power and diversity. To download a transcript of her 
speech, visit www.planning.org/faicp. 

APA Ohio is proud to have twenty-one FAICP members within our membership! For 
more information on APA Ohio FAICP members, visit www.ohioplanning.org/faicp.

Robert Eichenberg, FAICP         

Wendy Moeller, FAICP         

Ohio Members Inducted into AICP College of Fellows
by APA Ohio Staff
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Mellone F. Long, Ph.D., AICP

Mellone is currently a visiting Assistant Professor at Cleveland State University in Urban Studies. She has previously 
worked as a planner in several capacities for fifteen years in Lorain, OH; Fort Myers, FL and Greenville, SC. She has a 
Bachelor in Urban Management from Cleveland State University. She received her Masters of Science in Public Policy 
from Carnegie Mellon University. She has received her doctorate from Clemson University concentrating in Planning 
Ethics. Her dissertation topic was “Planning in the Face of Ethics.” Mellone is most interested in how ethics impact those 
working in various disciplines and the communities in which they try to function. Mellone is active in the community 
and recently returned from Cameroon, Africa, where she worked as a missionary. In addition to teaching at CSU, she also 
does ethics training for area municipalities. 

We asked Mellone to share some of her recent travel experiences and information about a new planning project she’s 
begun.
 
>Why were you in Cameroon? How did your planning background influence your experience there? What was the most 
significant planning-related observation or understanding you took away from the trip?

Doing mission work was always on my “bucket list.” I grew up in church and doing something for those who need it most 
has always been a driving force for me. I chose Africa because I had never been to the continent. I contacted a mission 
organization that was working in Bamenda, Cameroon. My family had a previous relationship with this organization, 
and although I went almost halfway around the world, that was comforting.

I loved so many things about my mission. But I was completely surprised to be in a place that does not use land use 
planning. I thought it would have developed like a neighborhood using a Form Based Code, but it was even more 
organic. Things were not organized by use, but they also did not use any design criteria. That means I would find 
everything next to everything, things looked haphazardly arranged, and the biggest surprise was the roads were 
absolutely terrible! I have worked as a community and neighborhood planner for most of my career, but I had to use my 
economic development training while in Cameroon. I helped entrepreneurs, mostly women, develop business plans to 
start small businesses. Building the economy one small business at a time was the way the mission wanted to help the 
community.
 
>Tell us about your ethics website. What are your goals for this project?

I was trying to finish up my Certification Maintenance (CM) credits in ethics for my AICP again last year and it was difficult 
to find a provider. Since my doctorate is in Planning Ethics, I thought this would be a great niche for me. I started a 
service to provide ethics training for planners. I am providing two things. First, I have a website that is a place where 
planners can discuss ethical dilemmas they faced in their daily work. The idea is that planners are better able to address 
ethical situations when they have experience with them. Additionally, I am authorized to provide ethics training to 
planning organizations for CM credits. The business’ name is Real Planning Ethics which is also the website name: www.
RealPlanningEthics.com.

New to the Ohio Planners News is the Member Spotlight. We’ll be 
highlighting APA Ohio members working on interesting planning 

projects or initiatives related to the planning field. Interested in being 
featured? Contact Kimberly Lieber at lieberk@north-olmsted.com. 
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Ohio
planners in the news
Tania Menesse Named City of Cleveland Community 
Development Director

Mayor Frank Jackson has appointed Tania Menesse, the 
former economic development director of Shaker Heights, 
to lead the city’s community development department. 

Todd Kinskey, AICP Named City of Dayton’s Director of 
Planning and Community Development

City Manager Shelley Dickstein has appointed Todd M. 
Kinskey, AICP, as director of planning and community 
development for the City of Dayton. Kinskey was 
previously the planning and development director for 
Hamilton County, Ohio, and was also executive director 
of the Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission. 
Todd is also an At-Large member of the APA Ohio Board of 
Trustees and past president of APA Ohio from 2015-2017. 

Designing Local Welcomes Matt Leasure, AICP

Designing Local is excited to announce the addition of 
Matt Leasure, PLA, AICP, LEED AP as Principal.  Matt is a 
Landscape Architect and Urban Planner with 15 years of 
professional experience in a wide range of project types.     

In Memoriam: Stuart Meck, FAICP

Meck, FAICP, whose 45-year planning career encompassed research, 
professional practice, teaching, and APA leadership, died April 15, 2018, at the 
age of 70. Meck was associate research professor and director of the Center 
for Planning Practice in the Bloustein School at Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey, where he had served for 13 years. He also served as an adjunct 
associate professor for the master of arts in historic preservation program at 
Goucher College. Previously he spent 11 years as a senior research fellow at 
the American Planning Association and 12 years as assistant city manager and 
planning director of the City of Oxford, Ohio. He was president of the American 
Planning Association from 1989 to 1991.    
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Akron Section
The Akron Section held its first meeting of 2018 on March 
22, 2018, which was attended by 13 people. The primary 
purpose of the meeting was to discuss the future of the 
section, in terms of new leadership; what topics/speakers 
would members like to discuss/hear at future meetings; 
when and how often the section should meet; and what 
meeting formats are most likely to be attended.

The current section officers stated that the section 
membership contact records will be updated shortly and 
that they will be soliciting the members for interest in 
running for a section officer’s position so that an election 
can be held later in the summer.  

Finally, Nick Moskos, Planning Director of Summit 
Metroparks, gave an impromptu presentation regarding 
the park district’s plans for redeveloping an abandoned 
golf course which they recently purchased.  

The next section meeting will be scheduled for June or 
July 2018.  

 Jeff Kaiser is the Planning and Zoning Director for the City of Wadsowrth 
and Akron Section Interim Director.  He can be reached at akronsection.
apao@gmail.com.

Central Ohio Section 
The Central Ohio Section had their annual Planning and 
Zoning Workshop on May 18, 2018. The morning session 
was Pecha Kucha style and featured a range of speakers 
including Councilmember Shannon Hardin. The lunch 
speaker featured a panel on the new transit pass program 
that will launch June 1. 

On May 30, 2018, from 5:30- 7:30, Central Ohio APA will also 
be co-sponsoring a panel discussion on Smart Cities’ new 
Data Hub. Speakers will include Councilmember Shannon 
Hardin, the CIO of COTA, and two representatives from 
Smart Cities. 

Join our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
CentralohioAPA.  

 Amanda Golden is Managing Principal at Designing Local and Central 
Ohio Section Director.  She can be reached at agolden@designinglocal.
com.

Ohio
section news

Cincinnati Section 
The Cincinnati Section has been hard at work planning the 
biennial Regional Planning Conference, which willl be held 
right here in Cincinnati, and Section leadership is already 
hard at work planning for this big event. 

Scheduled for October 3-5, 2018, this conference is three 
days of educational and networking opportunities, 
including the annual David J. Allor Planning and Zoning 
Workshop on the final day.

If you are interested in helping plan the event as part of 
the Conference Host Committee, please contact Cincinnati 
Section Director Katherine Keough-Jurs at Katherine.
keough-jurs@cincinnati-oh.gov. 

Please keep an eye on your email and the APA Cincinnati 
Facebook page for updates on all of our events and 
activities!

If you are interested in helping to plan any Cincinnati 
Section events, please contact Cincinnati Section Program 
Director Chris Anderson at chrisa@forestpark.org.

For any other information about the Cincinnati Section, 
please contact Cincinnati Section Director Katherine 
Keough-Jurs at katherine.keough-jurs@cincinnati-oh.gov. 

For more information about future events, and to connect 
with other local planners, please join our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/groups/APACincinnati.  

Katherine Keough-Jurs, AICP is the Interim Director of Planning for the 
City of Cincinnati and the Cincinnati Section Director.  She can be reached 
at katherine.keough-jurs@cincinnati-oh.gov.

Section News 
continued on page 14
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Cleveland Section
There is a lot going on in Cleveland this spring! We are 
organizing a number of events, both social and educational, 
for members and friends in the Northeast Ohio area. All 
events are posted on the APA Ohio website. We partnered 
with Chagrin River Watershed Partners to host a Riparian 
Codes Breakfast Workshop on May 14, followed later that 
week with a spring happy hour at Collision Bend Brewing 
Company in the Flats district on May 17. 

June kicks off with our annual Goodtime for Design Boat 
Cruise on June 1, held in partnership with AIA Cleveland 
and numerous other allied design professions. APA 
Cleveland offers discounted tickets for members—make 
sure to reserve your space soon for this always fun event! 
The Northeast Ohio Planning & Zoning Workshop is 
scheduled for June 8, with a variety of sessions geared 
toward smaller and more rural communities.

Section News
continued from page 13

We Plan CLE 2018 will be held June 11-15 at venues 
throughout Cleveland. This is our third annual series of 
events focused on a different theme each year to encourage 
collaboration, discussion and great ideas. The 2018 theme 
is EQUITY, a topic that will be highlighted by keynote 
speaker Malo Hutson. Dr. Hutson will speak at the City 
Club of Cleveland on Thursday, June 14. Join us for lunch 
as we explore the intersection of social justice and urban 
planning - and discuss the steps we can take to create more 
inclusive, resilient, and equitable cities. The week will also 
include a Jane’s Walks in two Cleveland neighborhoods and 
Storyteller Night. Details are being finalized now; please 
check www.ohioplanning.org/WePlanCLE and social media 
for updates. 

Ann Klavora, AICP is Principal Planner for the City of Shaker 
Heights, Cleveland Section Director, and APA Ohio At-Large Board 
Member.  She can be reached at ann.klavora@shakeronline.com.    

Section News 
continued on page 15



The Ohio Planner’s News 15     Spring 2018 • Vol 68 • No 2

Miami Valley Section
The Miami Valley Section is hosting the 31st Annual 
Miami Valley Planning and Zoning Workshop on Friday, 
December 7, 2018, at the David H. Ponitz Center – Sinclair 
Community College in Dayton, OH.   The Workshop will 
feature a dynamic program of outstanding speakers from 
across the planning spectrum. Sponsored by the Greater 
Dayton RTA, the workshop will be full of surprises as we 
celebrate the 31st year of the successful workshop.  All 
sessions in the workshop will be submitted for approval 
by the American Institute of Certified Planners for 
educational credits. 

In 2018, The Miami Valley Section has again partnered 
with US Green Building Council (USGBC) of Southwest 
Ohio on a series of networking events to be known 
as: Joint Associations Mixers (JAM’s).  The JAM’s are 
intended to collaborate with “related” organizations that 
are committed to designing healthy and prosperous 
community environments that improve the quality of 
life.  For more information regarding the JAM’s, please 
visit www.usgbc-cincinnati.org.  
 

Tim Davis is the Planning and Zoning Manager at the City of Troy 
and Miami Valley Section Director.  He can be reached at tim.davis@
troyohio.gov. 

Section News
continued from page 14

Northwest Ohio Section
The Northwest Ohio Section held its annual Planning & 
Zoning Workshop in November in which approximately 
70 people attended. The workshop was held at the 
Simpson Building in Bowling Green, Ohio and included 
diverse topics with both urban and rural focus. 

In looking forward to 2018, our local section is 
considering holding a couple of half day workshops as 
well as sponsoring a Transportation/Planning workshop. 
Social meetings will also be mixed in throughout the year 
at various locations around northwest Ohio.  

Patrick Etchie, AICP is Chief Planner and Grant Specialist for the Mannik 
and Smith Group and Northwest Ohio Section Director.  He can be reached 
at petchie@manniksmithgroup.com.   
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APA OHIO SPONSORS
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APA OHIO SPONSORS

Interested in becoming a sponsor? 
Visit www.ohioplanning.org/sponsor for more info.


